
9th Grade - Screencast Transcript 
 
Hello Cherry Hill students and families. My name is Alison McCartney and I am one of the 
District Supervisors of Curriculum and Instruction for the Cherry Hill Public Schools. Today, I am 
excited to share with you the 2020 summer reading books and assignment for 9th grade!  
 
9th grade teachers selected four books that support the thematic topic of Constructing Identities. 
This will be an important topic as you transition to high school in the fall! During the year, you 
will continue to explore how characters’ identities are shaped by their relationships with others 
and their personal experiences.  
 
To prepare, you will choose at least one of the four books selected for 9th grade and complete 
the note-taking assignment. When you return to school in September, you should be ready to 
analyze, summarize, discuss and write about the book you read. Please note: Honors students 
will select one of the four books as well as an additional required text.  
 
Read titles and synopsis from each slide. 
 
Now that we have reviewed the texts, what does the assignment look like? As you read, you will 
take notes on the characters, events, examples and evidence from the text that support the 
thematic topic of constructing identities. We will review some of the formats and strategies you 
can use to record your notes in the following slides. But first, here are some guidelines to keep 
in mind.  

• There is no set number of pages or notes that you must take. However, your notes must 
cover the entire length of the book. Avoid taking lots of notes at the beginning of the 
book and none at the middle or end of the book.  

• Notes should include textual evidence and examples from the test. Make sure to include 
the page numbers so you can refer back to it in September. Respond to the evidence 
with your thoughts, analysis and questions. Your thoughts about what you read are 
important!  

• You may choose to handwrite or type your notes, but you will need a hard copy of the 
notes for class the second day of school.  

 
Your notes will be scored using this rubric.  

• Notes that cover the entire text and show thoughtfulness and effort will earn a 4.  
• Notes that do not cover the whole text, and do not demonstrate thoughtfulness and effort 

will earn a 2.  
• Notes that are not complete or are not submitted will earn a 0.  

 
You have several options for how to organize and format your thoughts. Select the style that 
works best for you.  
 
Your first option is to create a dialectical journal, also referred to as two-column notes or a 
double-entry journal. In dialectical notes, you will record events, examples and evidence from 
the text that connect to the thematic topic of constructing identities  in the left-hand column. Be 
sure to record the page number. In the right-hand column, explain your thoughts. Why did you 
choose this section? What do you learn about the character from the excerpt? You can look at 
the examples of ideas. 
 



Option 2 is in-text annotations. Choose this option only if you have your own copy of the book to 
bring to school with you in September. Record your notes and reflections directly in the book or 
on post-it notes.  
 
For option 3, you can create a structured outline focused on constructing identities and 
supported with textual evidence. Organize your outline in a way that makes sense for you. It 
may be helpful to organize it based on the plot or by guiding questions. 
 
Option 4 focuses on visual representations of your notes. In this case, we have examples of 
mind mapping. Connect examples, evidence, questions and analysis in a web of thought 
bubbles or sketches to represent your understanding. 
 
There are additional examples, instructions and videos explaining different note-taking 
strategies available on the Resources for Notetaking link.  
 
Last, if you need any additional resources for your book, you can visit Teachingbooks.net. The 
username is chclc and the password is book. This brings you to a site with different materials for 
each book, such as vocabulary lists, comprehension questions, videos and audio recordings. 
Definitely check it out! 
 
Copies of the summer reading books are available at the Cherry Hill Public library. The library 
will have physical and e-copies to borrow. You can also order the books online at 
barnesandnoble.com or pick up a copy at any of the nearby locations. Inkwood Books in 
Haddonfield will also have the texts available to order or to pick up at the store. 
 
You are, of course, welcome and encouraged to read more than one book! Reading is a great 
way to keep your mind active and to keep learning during the summer. The more you read, the 
more you know - and the more you know, the more jokes you get! Happy Reading and we look 
forward to seeing you in the fall. 
 


